
GUIDELINES FOR TREE REMOVAL PERMITTING PROCESS 
Street trees are important assets of neighborhoods and commercial districts. The citizens of San Francisco 
value street trees and have mandated their protection. Significant trees are trees that are within 10’ of the 
public right-of-way and also meet one of the following size requirements: 20’ or greater in height, 15’ or 
greater canopy width, 12” or greater diameter of trunk measured at 4.5’ above grade. Therefore, a permit is 
required before any street tree or significant tree – alive, dead or hazardous – can be removed. Tree 
removal without a permit is a violation of Article 16 of the Public Works code and penalties may apply.  

PERMIT APPLICATION MATERIALS 

Submit the following materials by mail to: 
City and County of San Francisco 
P.O. Box 7461 
San Francisco, CA 94120-7461 

 Completed application form

 Non-refundable fee, made payable to CCSF-DPW-BUF
Fees as of July 2015 

• 1-3 trees (non-construction related): $348 
• 1-3 trees (construction or development): $701 
• 4-9 trees : $933 
• 10+ trees : $1,402 

 Include proof of damage caused by trees such as paid invoices for repair. Although a
tree has caused sidewalk, sewer or other property damage, removal may not be
required, and a permit may be granted. 

 If the removal is related to new construction, include site plans accurately showing
tree locations as well as your building permit number. 

REMOVAL PROCESS 

 A San Francisco Public Works inspector will evaluate the trees for removal

 If the Department recommends the tree be removed, it will be posted for a period up to 30
days. If objections to the removal are received, the removal will be scheduled for public
hearing. 

 If the Department denies the removal, the applicant can request the case be scheduled for a 
public hearing. 

 After the hearing, a hearing officer will make a recommendation to the Director of San
Francisco Public Works, who in turn will issue a final decision. The Director’s decision may be
appealed to the Board of Appeals. 

FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Have an International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist evaluate the tree and
provide a written report. Certified Arborists can be found in the Yellow Pages under
the heading “Tree  Services” or the ISA website at http://isa-arbor.com. 

 Use a licensed and insured certified arborist for any tree work. 

For each tree removed, a replacement tree planting is required. For more information, please call the 
Bureau of Urban Forestry at 641-2676 or visit our site http://sfpublicworks.org/trees 

*For each tree removed, a replacement tree planting is required.
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We encourage all applicants to submit plans by e-mail to BSMPermitDivision@sfdpw.org. 
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