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SUBSIDEWALK BASEMENT ABATEMENT PROCEDURE FOR CURB RAMP
INSTALLATION

The Department of Public Works (DPW) installs curb ramps to provide accessibility for pedestrians with
disabilities The Cades and Regulations requiring the installation of curb ramps are California
Govemment Code 4450, California Code of Regulations Title 24, and the Federal Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) Title Ii and Title Hl.

The Department at Public Works has granted private property owners the right through encroacnment
permits to occupy public rights-ot-way with subsidewalk basements A subsidewalk basement is pan ot a
buiiding structure under the San Francisco Building
Code 4503

DPW Order No" 169,270 estaolishes a departmental poiicy on curb ramp installation priorities" Based on
that policy, if it has been determined that a curb ramp needs to be construc:ed at a location and the
location is over a subsidewalk basement, it is the responsibility of the private property owner to
structurally alter his/her subsidewalk basement to construct a curb ramp"

This procedure establishes guidelines by which DPW and other City agencies wiil notify property owners
to construct curb ramps over subsidewalk basements
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The procedure is outlined on the attacnec nowcnart titled Subsidewaik Easement Abatement Procedure
for Curb Ramo tnsrauanon Exhibit "A" dated November 15 1995
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THE A8ATEMENT PROCESS

Abatement process for sub-sidewalk basements.

The Abatement Process generally occurs when the proper.y owner refuses to rnpnir;)n unsafe
condition on their property" The City makes the necessary repairs for the proper.y owner end
charges them for the worx.

• First notics is sent out to the property owner requesting thet the unsafe condition on
their property be repaired,

• Property owner refuses to make the necessarY repairs

• Second notics is sent out to the property owner requesting that the unsafe condition on
their property be repaired.

• Property owne: refuses to make the necessary repairs

• BSSMs Street Use lnspedions is referred to for inspedion after the property owner has
, not repaired the unsafe condition. .

• BSSM's street uSe Inspedions goes out to the site end determines what necesSary
repairs are required. .

• If repairs are required, Slreet Use Inspections engages a City CcJntzactcr to petfotm the
werx, " .

• City Contractor makes the necessary repairs.
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Sub-Sidewalk Basement Abatement Procedure For Curb Ramp
lnstallation

;u~ request. d;iIm~_~ntplaint
Of Cltyprojectbiggen. curb ramp lnvestl~on

--NO

YES

o.Pw5eri'd5latlSf,to' ptoparty oWner gMnu nQ~i:a_iO·~k~_~'tO~~:~~.:
1}Reconstruct.,:ub'>sl~k ba:s_emEn1 r~r ~b ~tt: C()l1sfnJct curb, t:amP; 0' .

~1 -ala tho _·sld<iwauct>asem.n~~,. ""~r\iote)lO~ ha<:1<lII11o Cod~
aoo ccnstruct code complytng curb ramp. Property owri~ t.a~,30days to,,~pply

rot- penntts'and GO-daysafter Issuance of ,*,mlts-Io cOmplete the Wof.k.

----YES---

NO

NCROACHMEN

081 epprcvee Building
Pennlt:and 8SM approy9'!

Cf()Olc:hment perrntt (wItb1
30 days with eopyofCurb

,amp play to BOE, 1---,

1) Property owner
reconstructs ,oot rJab and

constructs iii curb ramp
2) property ownervacat:es

the $Ub..~dewalJt basement,
back1t115 to code and

conStruCts a' curb ramp
(within sedall'l.

11 after 30 days peopert;' O\VI1er hln: notappl~
tar poet'm1t!. the proPer:ty (nIm~ WtIIi:>e jssU~

a second ll00tke(cerltned).
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NO

I

YES

YES
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END
Ex.h~bit:"A"

Dated, .NoITemIier 15, 1995
DPW 01'l0ER J1.189271


