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EXHIBIT A.2 
 
 

PLACEMENT CRITERIA FOR STAND-ALONE POLES 
 
 

1. Pedestrian Clearances. A minimum of four feet (4') of pedestrian 
clearance (free of all obstacles for a clear bath of travel, unobstructed 
pedestrian walkway), measured from the back of the proposed facility, on 
sidewalks, or compliance with the pedestrian clearances required by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 

2. Alignment. Where technically feasible, must align with existing utility 
poles. 

 
 

3. Residential Window. Shall not be placed within six feet (6') of a 
residential window measured on a horizontal plane. 

 
 

4. Curbs.  A minimum of twelve inches (12”), but not more than thirty-six 
inches (36”) from the back face of the curb (i.e., where the sidewalk 
meets the curb), measured from the front of the pole. 

 

5. Fire Clearances.  A minimum of six feet (6’) from any fire escape (when 
fire escape is pulled down) and/or fire exit and two feet (2’) from any fire 
hydrant. 

 

6. Parking Areas.  A minimum of two feet (2’) from any curb ramp, or blue 
zone parking space. 

 
7. Signage.  Shall not be placed less than twenty-four inches (24”) in front 

of any traffic  sign, way-finding sign, or any other public safety sign.  

 

8. Urban Design.  Shall not be placed on streets with Excellent views, as 
depicted in the “Quality of Street Views” map in the San Francisco 
General Plan’s Urban Design Element.  

 

9. Historic Preservation.  If within an Article 10 or Article 11 historic district, 
or immediately adjacent to Article 10/11 designated buildings, will need to 
obtain an Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness (Article 10) or 
Minor Permit to Alter (Article 11).  
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10. Undergrounded Public Right-of-Way. Shall not be placed on a Public 
Right-of-Way that has been designated as an undergrounded street or 
where there presently are no overhead utility facilities. 

 

11. Recreation & Park Department Specific Criteria.  Shall not be placed 
within fifteen feet (15’) of any park entrances including: walkways 
(paved/unpaved), gates, and stairs. 
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