





Battle for the Bay's mission is to
bring awareness to the importance
of caring for our city.
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» 'The most unusual object found
was a statue of the Hindu

god, Vishnu, discovered along
the banks of Middle Harbor
Shoreline Park in Oakland.

“The Battle for the Bay was a
huge success with thousands
of volunteers throughout the
Bay Area cleaning up our
neighborhoods and coastal
areas,” said Mayor Breed. “I

am thrilled that San Francisco
turned out the most volunteers.
But we know this wasn’t just
about one day. All year round,
we are engaging our residents,
linking people up with
opportunities to help keep our
City clean, and investing in a
clean and green City. I thank
Mayor Schaaf, Mayor Liccardo
and all of our partners —and a
special thank you to all of the
volunteers!”

'The tri-city event drew major
support from sponsors, including
Recology, Alaska Airlines,
Waste Management of Alameda
County, Argent Materials,
California Waste Solutions,
Andes Construction, DeSilva
Gates Construction donating on
behalf of Cypress Mandela, Ray’s
Electric, Clear Channel, Webcor,
the Emerald Fund, the Warriors,
and Black and Veatch.

Event partners included the
California Coastal Commission,

Oakland Parks and Recreation

Foundation, San Francisco
Public Works, Oakland Public
Works, San José Public Works,
San Francisco Recreation and
Park Department, Port of San
Francisco, Caltrans, Golden
Gate National Parks
Conservancy, the National Park
Service, the Presidio Trust,
Santa Clara Valley Water, Creek
Connections Action Group and

California State Parks.

'The challenge was dubbed Battle
for the Bay in honor of the 30th
anniversary of the 1989 “Battle
of the Bay” Major League
Baseball World Series between
the San Francisco Giants and
the Oakland A’s. It also marked
the 20th anniversary of a
similar cleaning and greening
competition between then-San
Francisco Mayor Willie Brown
and then-Oakland Mayor Jerry

Brown.

As for the highly touted wager
among mayors, an unprecedented
three-way win was declared.
To promote volunteering,
community service, and
sportsmanship, the mayors

all agreed to perform a day of
service in visiting cities while
wearing the hometown’s sports
gear. Date and locations to be
determined. @
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Our Coastal Cleanup Day efforts
not only included removal of
discarded trash on the shoreline,
but also this long-forgotten
vessel bobbing in the bay.
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WHAT FLOATS OUR BOAT?

(LEANING

UP THE BAY

An abandoned boat, bobbing for more than a year
just off Highway 101 south of Candlestick Point,
caught our attention as we scoured the shoreline
for Coastal Cleanup Day work projects.

Yes, we pick up tons of everyday
litter — used coffee cups, empty
beer bottles, cigarette butts, old
tires and tattered clothing. But a
boat? Sure. Why not? Let’s do it.

Our Operations crews actually
got to work pulling the boat
from water on Sept. 19, two
days before the annual Coastal
Cleanup Day volunteer event
even took place. This was a big
job that required professional
crews and truck drivers. They
used a crane, chains and a lot

of ingenuity to pull the boat
from the water, hoist it onto a
flatbed before it completely fell
apart and transport it safely to
the nearby dump. The whole
operation took a few hours and
the help of Caltrans and the
California Highway Patrol since
much of the work was happening
adjacent to the freeway.

'The boat wasn't that big, maybe
just 25 feet or so long with a
cabin and back deck, but it was

heavy — very heavy — filled with
Bay mud. A large hole on the
side offered a perfect entry for
nature. The total weight once the
boat made it onto the scale at
the dump — and after much of
the sludge ran out — was 9,500
pounds. That’s just shy of 5 tons.

A few days earlier, Public Works
crews hauled another abandoned
boat out of the Bay, this one at
Yosemite Slough. This operation
was a little easier, with that boat

weighing just 700 pounds.

And while neither boat could
be counted toward the total
tonnage during the Battle

for the Bay competition on
Coastal Cleanup Day when San
Francisco, Oakland and San Jose
were vying to see which city
could remove the most trash
from the waterways and nearby
neighborhoods, we still got a

lot of satisfaction knowing that
our revered Bay ended up a little
more pristine. B



ic Works and Caltrans crews

worked together to remove an

Publ

abandoned boat from the bay.
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