





» Encampment dwellers were

offered shelter and services
prior to the directive to take
down the tents going into
effect. As Public Works and
the Police Department were
asking people to take down
the tents, the Department of
Homelessness and Supportive
Housing had an outreach team
set up nearby to help people

ready to move off the street.

Homeless advocates said that
what was being offered wasn’t
enough — in some cases just

a mat on a shelter floor — but
City officials said that once
people are off the street, it’s
often easier to help them.

“We have come across tent
encampments riddled with
rats and mice, rotting garbage,

human waste and used needles.

People should not be living
in these squalid conditions,
and others who use the public
right of way, whether they live
or work nearby or are visiting,
should not be put in potential
harm’s way,” said Public Works
Director Mohammed Nuru.

He added, “We also must

ensure our sidewalks are not
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blocked to safeguard pedestrian
access.”

More than 120 tents in the
Mission came down on April
25.The City held the line
over the next several days in
enforcing the no-tent policy.
Outreach and enforcement
will be extended to other
neighborhoods.

Cleaning encampment hot
spots is not new for our crews;
we have had dedicated teams
on the ground focusing on
encampments for more than
two years. The job is not easy.
But it is necessary. And as our
cleaning crews continue their
work, we also have a team of
designers and construction
managers working with our
partner agencies to open

more Navigation Centers to
temporarily shelter people until
they can transition into even
more stable living situations. B
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The majestic City Hall glowed in Public Works blue on April 24 in celebration of Public Works 2018. The color: Pantone 7683 C.



