


Although the Nov. 16 workday landed 
before Thanksgiving, folks from across 
the City were able to give back to their 
community and give thanks to the 
beauty of San Francisco. 

"The Community 
Clean Team is all 
about building 
community, taking 
ownership and 
flexing our civic pride, 
while also keeping 
our city clean and 
beautiful.” - Mayor 
London Breed

Mayor 
London 
Breed and 
Supervisor 
Aaron 
Peskin rally 
volunteers at 
Portsmouth 
Square in 
Chinatown.



To celebrate this milestone and 
honor the upcoming Lunar New 
Year, we kicked off the event 
with traditional lion and dragon 
dances and a firecracker show. 
More than 300 volunteers took 
part in the workday. They were 
joined by Mayor London Breed, 
District 3 Supervisor Aaron 
Peskin and employees from 
Public Works, the Recreation 
and Park Department, the San 
Francisco Fire Department and 
SF Environment.

“We all have a responsibility 
to keep our city looking good. 
Over the past two decades, 
Community Clean Team has 
brought together thousands of 
volunteers – residents young 
and old, merchants, school 
groups, religious organizations 
and nonprofits – who find value 
in spending a few hours on a 
Saturday morning giving back 
to San Francisco,” said Mayor 
Breed. “The Community Clean 
Team is all about building 
community, taking ownership 
and flexing our civic pride, while 
also keeping our city clean and 
beautiful.”

Our diverse group of volunteers 
got to work at sites throughout 
Chinatown, North Beach, 
the Financial District and 
Fisherman’s Wharf, where 
they planted trees, painted over 
graffiti, picked up litter and 
weeded overgrown public spaces. 

Supervisor Peskin was excited 
that Community Clean Team 
was kicking off its 20th season 
in the historic Chinatown 

neighborhood, which he 
represents. “District 3 is the 
heart of our tourism economy, 
but it’s also home to some 
of the densest, most vibrant 
residential neighborhoods in 
the City, including the nation’s 
most intact Chinatown,” he said. 
“We are committed to clean 
streets that serve everyone: from 
tourists to residents, from the 
merchants lining our sidewalks 
to seniors strolling our alleyways. 
Mobilizing the community for a 
day of stewardship is the perfect 
way to kick off 2020 and the 
Lunar New Year.”  

Community Clean Team, 
which is San Francisco Public 
Works’ largest and longest 
running volunteer program, has 
been a vehicle through which 
San Franciscans of all ages, 
backgrounds, beliefs and abilities 
can get engaged and show pride 
in the city they call home. In 
the program’s first two decades, 
volunteers logged over 200,000 
hours of service, painted out 4 
million square feet of graffiti, 
collected more than 5,000 bags 
of litter and added more than 
4,500 trees and plants to the 
City’s public spaces. 

Through fostering this sense of 
pride and ownership, we at San 
Francisco Public Works hope to 
empower all San Franciscans to 
live by the values gained from 
Community Clean Team in their 
daily lives – ultimately making 
our city a cleaner, greener and 
friendlier place to live and work.

Here’s to 20 more years!
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