


Our teams designed and built new 
workspaces and customer service desks 
using solid oak to match City Hall’s 
traditional design and finishes.

That’s why Public Works was 
excited to be a part of City 
Assessor-Recorder Carmen 
Chu’s initiative to make her 
office’s lobby a more comfortable 
and inviting space. Located on 
the first floor of City Hall, the 
office is a place for people to 
record and look up property 
records and deal with property 
assessments.

To make the lobby space more 
comfortable and inviting for 
visitors, new carpet and chairs 
were added to the waiting area 
and a new ventilation system 
was installed, as well. Public 
Works’ involvement in this 
process was extensive, as every 
one of our Bureau of Building 
Repair trades, from electricians 
to glaziers, contributed to this 
renovation. Our carpenters 
provided skilled work crafting 
new railing and ornate dowels 
in keeping with City Hall’s 
grandeur. 

Our teams designed and built 
new workspaces and customer 
service desks using solid oak to 

match City Hall’s traditional 
design and finishes. 

And in keeping with the 
Assessor-Recorder’s important 
role as keeper of many of the 
City’s historical documents and 
photos, Chu spearheaded an 
effort to give visitors a peek into 
the office’s archives by selecting 
15 historical photos from its 
vast collection to display on the 
lobby’s walls. 

These historic photos provide a 
glimpse into what San Francisco 
used to look like, with old-
fashioned storefront signs, cars, 
and the occasional person on the 
street captured in the moment, 
showing a day of life in San 
Francisco in the past. And they 
present just a small sliver of 
the Assessor-Recorder’s vast 
collection of more than 94,000 
photos from the 1940s through 
the early 2000s, which were 
transferred to the San Francisco 
History Center at the Main 
Library earlier this year.




