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Graffiti Busters!

Graffiti tags are a drag – and an everyday 
reality – for the Public Works graffiti 
abatement team. Last year alone, we 
received more than 35,000 service requests 
for the removal of graffiti on walls, street 
signs, mailboxes and even street trees.

Our goal of zero graffiti is a lofty one. In 
the meantime, employees in our graffiti unit 
are hard at work painting over the unsightly 
blight by vandals. It’s all about repetition: 
The best way to deter taggers is to cover up 
their work as soon as we see it – even if it 
means going back to the same popular spots 
time after time.  

San Francisco spends more than $20 
million a year on graffiti cleanup. Public 
Works not only is tasked with removing 
graffiti on public property, we also do our 
part to educate and work with property 
owners and other government agencies to 
remove graffiti from their buildings, fences 
and sidewalks.  When repeated tagging 
becomes a hardship for property owners, 
we look for ways to collaborate with them 
to ease the burden. We also work with 
the Police Department, City Attorney 
and District Attorney to catch the graffiti 
culprits.

Help us locate and abate graffiti around 
the City by calling 311 or using the mobile 
SF311 app when you see it. To report 
graffiti in progress, call 911.  

For more information, go to 
sfpublicworks.org/graffiti.  We have tips on 
ways to remove graffiti and opportunities to 
participate in neighborhood cleanups and 
our Graffiti Watch volunteer program. 

With your help, we’ll be closer to our goal 
of zero graffiti in San Francisco.

http://sfpublicworks.org/graffiti
http://sfpublicworks.org/graffiti.
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