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The Portola, a ucaighbnrh-:u:nd
known as the Garden District, got
a little greener this month.

Neighbors joined Mayor Mark
Farrell and Public Works crews
on June 6 to plant the Portola
Gateway at Mansell Street and
San Bruno Avenue with native ;
and drought-telerant plants to i
bring vibrancy and beauty to the kL
patch that previcusly had lictle ﬁ
more than a 1'3:5-: stone “Welcome H
to Portola” marker and a few trees 3,
and shrubs. Now, succulents and %
colarful flowers spring to life. @

More than a dozen Portola
residents and business cwners
donned gloves and grabbed
showels, spades and pick axes to
help our landscape workers and
the mayor plant the new garden.

Tucked between the Excelsior
and the Bayview in the City's
southeast, the Portola was
home to native people of the
Ohlone tribe and sprouted as a
neighborhood of largely Maltese
and Jewish immigrants after the
1206 earthquake.

In the 1920s, the Portola
supported more 19 family-
owned murseries, which supplied
most of the Howers sold in San
Franciseo. Today, remnants of
the E’m:n]mm remain. The
new gateway garden keeps the
n:ishhurhm& tradition alive.



https://www.sfgreenhouses.org/history/

Bauman Landscape crews
ready olive trees for planting.



Construction crews have been hard at work
T this month on the Laurel Village Streetscape
l;r"t__!' _'.'rl::é;—.'“- A Improvement Project, which stretches two blocks
- ot S b along California Street between Laurel and
Spruce streets.

'The project fronts Laurel Village, a street-

level shopping center in the Laurel Heights
neighborhood with stores, restaurants, cafes and
offices.

Crews recently began sidewalk work and planted
olive trees. Sewer main improvements already
have been completed. And there’s more work to

do.

In addition to finishing up the new sidewalks,
crews will create a small plaza at Locust and
California streets, install boxwood hedges and add
landscaping to provide a bufter from California
Street traffic. New traffic signals, street lights,
benches, trash containers and shrubs also will

be installed — all with the aim of improving the
visitor experience and enhancing pedestrian safety.

'The project, which began in March, will wrap up
before Thanksgiving.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4s3QaHLVn0

The SmithGroup]JR
firm's conceptual
design rendering of a
new public toilet for
San Francisco.
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Public Works, in partnership
with the JCDecaux street
furniture company, has
chosen the SmithGroup]JJR
architectural firm as the
winner of an invitation-only
competition to redesign San
Francisco’s on-street public
toilets and multi-function

kiosks. p
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Single Toilet: Garden Single Toilet: Garden, Double Bench

The design of the new toilets and multi-function kiosks comple
completed BART portals on Market Street and the cafe



» With three strong conceptual
design proposals from local firms
SmithGroup]JR, Min Design
and Branch Creative making the
final cut, Public Works solicited
community input on this once-in-a-
generation opportunity to reimagine
and upgrade the public toilets and
public service kiosks.

More than 200 individual responses
were received through an online
survey and in person when the
proposed conceptual designs were on
display in April at the Main Library
in Civic Center and the Heart of
the City Farmers Market at UN
Plaza. The vast majority of responses
prioritized the SmithGroup]JR
proposal, describing the look as
“clean, safe and inviting,” “iconic and
unique,” “sculptural,” “classic” and
one that “wraps fluid beauty around
function.”

'The public input helped inform
the final decision of the design
competition jury members,

who included City staff from
Public Works, the San Francisco
Arts Commission, the Historic
Preservation Commission and
the Port of San Francisco, and
the following outside experts:
Yakuh Askew, Y.A. Studio; Laura
Crescimano, SitelLab Urban Studio;
Joshua Aidlin, Aidlin Darling
Design; Jon McNeal, Snohetta;

Maryam Rostami, TEF Design; and
Nataly Gattegno, Future Cities Lab.

'The design of the new toilets and
multi-function kiosks complements
the contemporary and elegant
designs of the soon-to-be completed
BART portals on Market Street and
the café kiosk at Civic Center Plaza
at Larkin and Grove Streets.

During the next few months,
JCDecaux’s engineers will work
closely with the project team from
SmithGroup]JR to develop and
refine the proposed design to meet
operational needs and accessibility.

As the toilets and kiosks are
intended to be used for the next

20 years, they need to be not only
timeless in their design but detailed,
fabricated and maintained to
withstand a generation of public use.

Once the construction documents
are close to completion — most likely
mid-summer — the project will

be presented at the San Francisco
Arts Commission and Historic
Preservation Commission hearings
for consideration.

Since 1995, San Francisco has
benefited from a collaboration

with JCDecaux in providing 25
accessible public toilets and 114
kiosks. These compact structures are

spread throughout the City, though
concentrated along Market Street,
downtown and in popular tourist
destinations. Like its predecessors
now on San Francisco streets, the
new model will be self-cleaning,
accessible to people with disabilities
and connected directly to City sewer,
water and electrical lines.

JCDecaux will cover the cost of the
construction, installation and daily
maintenance. The company also will
tund staffing of the toilets at select
locations under the City’s successful
Pit Stop program. The advertising
displayed on the public service
kiosks, which in some locations

will house such micro-retail
establishments as newspaper stands
and coftee vendors, also can display
public messaging from City agencies
about upcoming events, ongoing
programs and other topical issues.
The kiosks will offset JCDecaux’s
costs for the toilets and the operating
costs for the program.

After putting the new public toilet
contract out to bid, Public Works
entered into exclusive contract
negotiations with JCDecaux last
year. The Board of Supervisors is
expected to consider the proposed
agreement in September. The current
contract expires in October 2018. B
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http://sfpublicworks.org/pitstop
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SHOWCASING
SAFE STREETS

San Francisco Public Works
truck drivers are on hand

at Sunday Streets to offer
pedestrians and bicyclists
tips on how to stay safe
around trucks. This month
we were at the Great
Highway/Golden Gate
Park event on June 3. As a
bonus, kids get to check out
the cab of one of our rigs
and play driver. And yes, the

engine is off!
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http://www.sundaystreetssf.com/

