


» 'The March 28 celebration

commemorated not only

San Francisco’s Japanese
community, but also the City
leaders, departments and
organizations that have helped
Japantown’s Peace Plaza and
Center flourish over the past
five decades.

Public Works was among those
contributors, as we played an
integral role in preserving the
beauty of the historic Peace
Plaza. Last year, our cement
finishers from the Bureau of
Urban Forestry replaced and
sealed more than 200 broken
and displaced tiles that were
scattered throughout the plaza,
which is located at Post and
Buchanan streets.

During the ceremony, Public
Works Director Mohammed
Nuru was called on stage
before a crowd of hundreds of
community leaders, residents
and shoppers to take a bow
as he was recognized for our
organization’s hard work in
keeping the elegance of the
plaza alive. The ceremony
started and concluded

with traditional Japanese
performances by an array of
musicians and dancers.

'The historic Japantown Peace
Plaza is centered between
Japan Center’s east and west
malls and features the Peace
Pagoda — a 100-foot, five-
tiered, bronze-plated concrete
structure in the Modernist
style that was designed by
Japanese architect Dr. Yoshiro
Taniguchi. The malls are home
to unique shops and restaurants
that provide residents and
visitors an authentic Japanese
experience.

The Peace Plaza, under

the management of San
Francisco Recreation and Park
Department, in partnership
with Public Works and other
City agencies, is home to many
annual events in this historic
neighborhood, including

the annual Cherry Blossom
Festival, Nihonmachi Street
Fair and the Summer Obon
Festival. m
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'This kid met lots of’
kids at this year's
Arbor Day Eco Fair.



http://youtube.com/sfpublicworks
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