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After the Great Earthquake and Fire of 1906, temporary toilets were set up, including this one on the corner of Golden Gate Avenue and Octavia Street.



Pit Stops

San Francisco Public Works launched

the innovative Pit Stop program in 2014
to expand access to clean and safe public
toilets. Starting with three locations in

the Tenderloin, the Pit Stop initiative had
grown to 24 locations in 13 neighborhoods
by the start of this year. When the COVID
crisis hit, Public Works responded with the
addition of 33 temporary Pit Stops. Today,
almost all the facilities are open around the
clock.

'The Pit Stops are staffed by our nonprofit
partners to ensure they are used for their
intended purpose.

'The toilets, which also have hand-washing
stations, serve anyone who needs a
bathroom, among them unhoused residents,
tourists, Uber and Lyft drivers and families
with young kids. The shutdown of businesses
during the pandemic have made it even
more difficult for people to find a restroom,
elevating the need for the Pit Stops.

Collectively, they have accounted for more
than 1.5 million flushes since the program
began. Several other cities have followed the
San Francisco model, including Los Angeles,
Denver, Sacramento and Miami.
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