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Graffiti Wipeout!

Dan Feerick spent the early-morning hours wiping out graffiti tags on roll-up gates in Chinatown. “All the tags? They’re horrible,” he said. “I take pride in my 
city. I wish everyone would.” 
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As the City slowly reopens with the easing of the Shelter-in-Place 
Health Order, our graffiti abatement crews have been doubling

down to wipe out tags in two 
commercial corridors hit 
particularly hard during the 
shutdown.

Twice a week this past month 
they hit the streets at 4 a.m. 
before businesses open in the 
Mission and Chinatown to paint 
out graffiti on storefront security 
gates, utility boxes, street signs 
and other surfaces where the 
vandals leave their mark with 
spray paint and markers.

Normally, private property 
owners are required to remove 
graffiti from their buildings and 
utility boxes, but the onslaught of 
tags prompted us to temporarily 
provide courtesy service in the 

two hard-hit neighborhood as 
struggling businesses are starting 
to open back up. 

While we put a pause on issuing 
citations to private property 
owners who don’t remove graffiti 
from their properties, we’re 
starting to enforce the graffiti law 
again now that the City is opening 
back up. We always will work 
with property owners who face 
excessive tagging and hardship.

Dan Feerick tackled tags on 
Grant Avenue in the heart of 
Chinatown before the sun came 
up one recent day, using a power 
paint sprayer to eradicate graffiti 
from alleyways and roll-up gates. 
“All the tags? They’re horrible,” he 

said. “I take pride in my city. I wish 
everyone would.”

Last year, the number of graffiti 
complaints we’ve fielded through 
the 311 customer service center 
averaged 2,634 a month; this 
year, the monthly average has 
been 3,134. Meanwhile, the 
special operation in Chinatown 
and the Mission doesn’t wait for 
the complaints to come in; the 
crews drive slowly up and down 
the quiet blocks and when they 
spot a tag, they grab their paint 
and tools and get to work.

Alberto Zapata, who heads the 
team, looked at a freshly painted 
green utility box and said, “We’re 
making good progress.”

Across from the alleyway mural depicting Bruce Lee, Yizheng Yu, on our graffiti abatement team, worked the Chinatown beat removing tags before sunrise.

https://www.sfpublicworks.org/services/graffiti-private-property
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